
Sustainable Golf 

Headlines



It’s getting hot in here … 

Warmest year ever recorded

D R I V E  F U R T H E R













“You just don’t understand !”

Vandalism on European 
Golf Courses
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Too much, for too few!

Ongoing questions asked about 
the value of golfing land
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To be, or not to be (organic)
That is the question

Proposed Sustainable Use 
Regulation for pesticides
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• Mid 2022 announcement for new Pesticides Regulation
• 50% reduction target for agriculture
• Removal of pesticides in “sensitive areas”
• 2023 - consultation and positions emerging across golf



“Many farmers felt pushed into a 
corner and deserve to be listened to.  

The 50% reduction target has become a 
symbol of polarization.”

Ursula von der Leyen
European Commission President



• Quite polarized position across European Golf
• Emergence of industry Roadmap
• More data required
• Need to make use of the extra time provided
• Other key issues tightening
• water, biodiversity, carbon, land

Some takeaways



“Excuse me …  
What did you say !?”

New EU Directive tightens rules 
for sustainability claims
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Scope
• Environmental and social
• ‘green-washing’ and ‘blue-washing’

• B2C products, brands, companies or services
• Particular focus on use of labels that are not 

independent, third party verified



Leadership in sustainable golf







“How sustainable are we?”

New Sustainable Golf Scorecards 
and Carbon Reports
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Annual Facility Scorecards



Trends, infographics, carbon footprint
Internal 
recommendations 
and outward 
communications

REPORTING



Group reporting

REPORTING





Data, data everywhere …
but not a drop to drink

Sustainable Golf Data Lake 
is expanding
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Sustainable Golf Data System



“Anyone got any bright ideas?”

Sustainable Golf stories 
are multiplying
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Sustainable Golf Highlights
Over 

2000 
tried and tested 
examples !

Sustainable.golf/highlights







Highlight examples





Is it in our control?

Promote
Brilliant basics, creative for 

different audiences 

Commit
Clear part of mission 

and purpose

Act
Targeted and effective 
practices and projects
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Sustainable Golf Data Lake

Let’s all contribute to building the information 
you want and the sector needs

SUR Pesticides Regulation

Pushed further down the road but 
need to use the extra time well

Warmest year on record

Climate action continues as ever bigger 
expectation, but not just about carbon

Vandalism on European courses

Might be isolated but can’t ignore and 
needs public relations response

It’s in our control

A growing community of commitments, actions and 
promotable results is golf’s best defense 

Facility Scorecards and Carbon Reports

Highly accessible source of valuable new insights 
for owners and management teams

EU Greenwashing Regulation

Take care with over-simplistic terms 
and use robust programs

Sustainable Golf Highlights

Help share learning and ideas, and don’t 
under-estimate the power of stories



Sustainable Golf Pathway



SOCIAL OUTCOME

Lower consumption, emissions 
and waste

More nature and better 
environmental quality

More awareness and 
positive influence

NEED

Insulate our businesses from 
resource costs and restrictions

Protect the quality of our courses

Increase popularity and support

ACTION

Maximise efficiencies, wise investments
and business innovation

Responsibly manage turf and 
golfing landscapes

Increase communications with 
good content

Why Sustainability (again)? 



Fostering Nature

Conserving Resources

Strengthening Communities

Taking Climate Action



Sustainable 
Golf 
Leaderboard®

Every participating 
club gets their own 
profile page

sustainable.golf



Sustainable Golf Pledge

✓ Join the community
✓ Express your commitment 
✓ Accelerate your journey
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